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The inspiration for many of James’ works is taken 
from a long artistic tradition of momento mori, 
highlighting the temporality and fragility of life 
for each of us. This is particularly evident in his 
Vanitas series directly influenced by the 17th 
century Dutch masters.

These works depict objects such as decaying fruit, 
cut flowers and valuable items to illustrate the 
transience of life and earthly pleasures. The subtle 
yet pervading presence of water in these works 
symbolises the power that water has both to give 
life and to take it away. Also serving precisely as 
the functional device through which he achieves 
the mesmerizing painterly effect of his artworks.

The underlying message in these works have 
been the focus of James’ artistic output for almost 
a decade and his various explorations of this 
subject-matter will converge in this exhibition. 
‘Intersection’ will bring new works from the 
scientifically conceived ‘Glass’ series to new pieces 
in his signature ‘Swarm’ series both of which are 
deeply embedded in this new body of work. 
“Intersection’ will bring together bodies of work 
that over the years have developed their own life, 
here these will all meet at one common point; an 
intersection of event, form and light. 

The artworks presented at the exhibition will be 
produced on an unprecedented large format 
scale, so as to completely envelop the viewer. 

INTRODUCTION
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Alexander James was born in 1967 in London 
where he currently lives and works. Capturing the 
forgotten alchemy of a medium often considered 
to serve a purely documentary function, 
Alexander James creates meticulously crafted 
scenes immersed in dark tanks of water. For the 
most part he destroys these creations, leaving 
behind only the medium format transparencies as 
documents of these acts. 

Through careful manipulation of water and 
light and without the use of postproduction 
techniques, the artist produces works that weave a 
deviant historical thread between the mechanical 
reproduction of today’s image making and the 
meticulous realism and existential gaze of painters 
of the 16th Century Vanitas tradition of painting. 

It is both ironic and telling that water, the 
very element which for the Greek Philosopher 
Heraclitus stood as a symbol for the unstoppable 
mill of time, changing everything in its wake, 
serves precisely as the functional device through 
which he achieves the mesmerizing painterly 
effect of his photographs. 

His ability to weave a narrative with a single image 
count him as a powerful contemporary story-teller 
merging historical and art-historical reference 
seamlessly with personal history. 

ABOUT THE ARTIST 
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Awaiting Hypnos, 2013

Edition 1
800 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 20
£3,250.00

Edition 2
1200 x 900 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Memory By Gloriosa, 2013

Edition 1
600 x 450 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
1200 x 900 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Temptation Of Isis, 2013

Edition 1
450 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
900 x 1200 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Hypnos’s Table For Morpheus, 2013

Edition 1
450 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
900 x 1200 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Perception, 2013

Edition 1
600 x 450 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
1200 x 900 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Virtue, 2013

Edition 1
450 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
900 x 1200 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Edition 3
1500 x 2000 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 5
£18,500.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Untitled 5374, 2013

Edition 1
450 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
900 x 1200 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Loves Resurrection, 2013

Edition 1
450 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
900 x 1200 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Awaiting Nix, 2013

Edition 1
600 x 450 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
1200 x 900 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Frequency Resurrection, 2013

Edition 1
190 x 250 mm 
Frame type **
Edition of 20
£1,550.00

Edition 2
450 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 3
900 x 1200 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Influence Of Aspirations, 2013

Edition 1
600 x 450 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
1200 x 900 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Edition 3
2000 x 1500 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 5
£18,500.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Resting Aria, 2013

Edition 1
450 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
900 x 1200 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Multiply, 2010

Edition 1
190 x 250 mm 
Frame type **
Edition of 20
£1,550.00

Edition 2
450 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 3
900 x 1200 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Clytie Scent Of Apollo, 2013

Edition 1
600 x 450 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
1200 x 900 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Headstone Tableau, 2013

Edition 1
450 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
900 x 1200 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Isolation, 2013

Edition 1
600 x 450 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
1200 x 900 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Immortal At Rest, 2013

Edition 1
450 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
900 x 1200 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Transient In Dowsed Lights Of Magnolia, 2013

Edition 1
450 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
900 x 1200 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Grace, 2010

Edition 1
190 x 250 mm 
Frame type **
Edition of 20
£1,550.00

Edition 2
450 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 3
900 x 1200 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£8,500.00

Artist proof
1500 x 2000 mm 
Frame type *
£26,000.00
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Isis Bound, 2010

Edition 1
190 x 250 mm 
Frame type **
Edition of 20
£1,550.00

Edition 2
450 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
Sold Out

Edition 3
900 x 1200 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£5,800.00

Artist proof
1500 x 2000 mm 
Frame type *
£26,000.00
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Glass, 2012

Edition 1
600 x 600 mm 
Frame type ***
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
1000 x 1000 mm 
Frame type ***
Edition of 10
£5,000.00

Edition 3
1400 x 1400 mm 
Frame type ***
Edition of 10
£7,500.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Dreaming Morpheus, 2012

Edition 1
600 x 600 mm 
Frame type ***
Edition of 10
£3,000.00

Edition 2
1000 x 1000 mm 
Frame type ***
Edition of 10
£5,000.00

Edition 3
1400 x 1400 mm 
Frame type ***
Edition of 10
£7,500.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Morpho Peleides 0939, 2012

Edition 1
400 x 400 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£1,850.00

Edition 2
600 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£2,850.00

Edition 3
1600 x 1600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£8,500.00

Artist proofs upon request
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Morpho Amathonte 0005, 2012

Edition 1
400 x 400 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£1,850.00

Edition 2
600 x 600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£2,850.00

Edition 3
1600 x 1600 mm 
Frame type *
Edition of 10
£8,500.00

Artist proofs upon request
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EDITIONS 

The work of Alexander James is always presented 
‘as-shot’ without cropping or post production 
either traditional or digital; seeing the process 
as cathartic rather than a critical one, it is this 
dedication to ‘in camera’ purity establishes the 
predominant focal point for his practice. 

The quality of the work and the purity of the 
process are paramount, through which he aims to 
keep photography relevant by engaging it with 
key political and intellectual issues of our time.

All prints are C-Type photographic prints, 
individually hand framed by Simon Quinn in 
London. The artworks are signed by the artist 
with a studio stamp reverso. The artworks in this 
exhibition are presented in three variations:

Type * 
Dry mounted print to polished Aluminum, face 
mounted to museum grade anti reflect Diasec 
acrylic, snug framed in American walnut.

Type ** 
Dry mounted print to polished Aluminum, bedded 
in black velvet mount in a deep maple sight 
edged frame.

Type *** 
Dry mounted print to polished Aluminum, box 
framed in American walnut and set behind 
museum anti reflect glass.
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CONTACT 

Paddy Barstow
paddy@partistmanagement.com
+44 (0)7866 566 040

mailto:paddy%40partistmanagement.com?subject=


This catalogue is published on the occasion of the  
Alexander James exhibition: ‘Intersection’, held at  
the Studio Building, Notting Hill London, between  
April 26th – 23rd May 2013.

The exhibition was made possible with the support  
of P-A-M, the Simon family and Sam McClean. 

All rights reserved by the artist © 2000 – 2013  
Alexander James Distil Ennui Studio™


